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be enlarged, and Hoar is to be got rid of by being trans-
ferred to the bench. Bargains, intrigues, and arrangements
are the order of the day; the country's welfare is of little
consideration. There is an inaccuracy and readiness in
these vicious proceedings which is startling. But the " party
of moral ideas" seem to consider the whole thing proper.

Hamilton Fish of New York is appointed Secretary o'f
State. Washburne held the office four days. He could not
fill it. Grant told Farragut that he gave Washburne the
place as a compliment. That was in character. Grant con-
siders the government offices his, not the country's. They
are bestowed on favorites for their personal service and
devotion to him, not for qualification of the recipient nor
for the public welfare. Fish is a New-Yorker of medium
talents, a man of wealth, of some experience and fair ac-
complishments, a moderate Republican, an old Whig, not
an extreme man, will be rightly disposed, and be likely
to do tolerably well, if things move rightly, but without
energy or force to correct Presidential errors or to resent
wrongs. He is a great improvement on the coarse, un-
cultured Washburne. This "fellow," as I once heard Mr.
Lincoln call Washburne, is appointed Minister to France.
He may represent correctly the man who appoints him,
but is no credit to the country.

General Rawlins succeeds Schofield as Secretary of War.
Of the three persons who figured not very largely eight
years ago in the village of Galena, but who are now in the
most prominent places in the Republic, I have always con-
sidered Rawlins as possessing the superior, though not
great, mind. His health is not good, but I think his influence
will be in the right direction, beneficial for Grant and the
Administration.

Porter has begun his career by an onslaught on Isher-
wood, who is superseded by Chief Engineer King. Isher-
wood has his peculiarities, but is mentally superior to any
one of the chief engineers with whom I have come in con-
tact. He has not great business talents, but is devoted to